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The SraTx of the CMAR ITT. 
Schnoor in Gravel. Lane, 
SourRAAx. 


3 Yd HE Foundation of this 
ZE SCHOGL was in the 
Il Tear 1687. The Num- 
PA ber of Sc olars at firſt 
was 40, afterwards in- 
creas'd to 50, nom are ahve 100. They 
are taught to Read, Write and peer, 
and are M 7 ed n the Aſſem- 
blies Catechilm. i way be ſaid to be 
be jſt Schov] the DiSumxTERs were 
coneern d in. WT 
Here Objects, as erz, without di- 
ſtinct ion of Partity are receiv d; the ge- 
neral Good being intended. 
= lt is ſituate in the Pooreſt Part about 
the 0 and the Children of the pooreſt 


- 3 Sort 
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Fort ef Watermen and Fiſherm en bo 


are not any Ways able to belp them, are 
For many Tears the Charge: was de- 
fray'd by the Charity and Subſcription of 
Private Perſons ; together with an fin: 
nual Collection on New - Teafs- Day. 
The. Maiiggers have been enabled td put 
ſome out Apprentices to Trades, and to 
. {1 * > bo 1 ; 1 
give the poor Scholars Bibles : Teſta- 3 
ments, and Catechiſms ; And hope 5) 
the Continuance of | Good P eoples Libera- 
Tity, to make it an intire Charity, the 
Parents being clear of all Charges, | 
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2 Cos. V. 14. 


For the Love of Chriſt con- 
ſtraineth us. 


. HE Apoſtle Paal was fo 
. | like his Bleſſed Maſter; 
concerning whom it is 
ſaid, The Tal of Gob's 
ES EI a \ Houſe had eaten Him up, that 
lit {gems he was cenſur'd as 
wy a Perſog not well in his 
Wits. He vindicates himſelf in the fore- 
going Verſe, by ſhewing; That the Ground 
of his Conduct, was the Glory of God, and 
the Salvation of Souls. And 1n this Verſe 
Jhe repreſents the Motive of his extraor- 
dinary Application, viz. The conftraining 
Love of Cunist. | | 


B Tas 


Fort ef Watermen and F iſnermen, abo 4 
are not any Ways able to help them, are 
here Taugbt. ACTED 


 fray'd by the Charity and Subſcription of 
Private Perſons ; together with an An- 
nual Collection on New - Years- Day. 
The. Managers have been enabled to put 
ſome out Apprentices to Trades, pod to 
give the poor Scholars Bibles, Teſta- 
ments, and Catechiſms: And hope by 
the Continuance of Good Peoples Libera- 
Tity, to make it an intire Charity, the 
Parents being clear of all Charges. 


2 Cor. V. 14. 


For the Love of Chriſt con- 


ftraineth us. 


IHE Apoſtle Paul was fo 
like his Bleſſed Maſter, 
concerning whom itt 1s 
E ſaid, The Tal of Govr's 
HẽHuſe had eaten Him up, that 

it ſęeems he was cenſur'd as 
7 a Perſon not well in his 
2 Wits. He vindicates himſelf in the ſore- 
going Verſe, by ſhewing; That the Ground 
of his Conduct, was the Glory of God, and 
the Salvation of Souls. And in this Verſe 
he repreſents the Motive of his extraor- 
Idinary Application, viz. The conſtraining 
Love of Curist. | 
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6 A Charity Fer mon. 


Tuis being in ſome Meaſure the com- 
mon Caſe of every good Chriſtian, I ſhall 
lay it down as a general Propoſition, 


T AT the Love of CHRIST, ts the ſtrong- 
eft Motive to the hardeſt Duties. 
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And handle it in the moſt plain and N 


eaſy Method I can, by ſhewing, 


I. Wnar is the Love of CurisrT, _ 


here ſpoken of. 


II. War are thoſe Duties that 
may be accounted of peculiar Dif- 


ficulty. 


III. How fit the Love of CurisT + 
is to be a Motive to difficult © 


Service, And, 


the whole. 


IV. MARE ſome Inferences from 3 


I. WHAT is that Love of CHRIST 
here ſpoken of? It ſignifies either his Love 
to us, or our Love to him, B 
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1. His Love to us. CHRIS I is fre- 
quently repreſented in Scripture as a Lover 
of Mankind, and He has given abundant 
Evidence that He is ſo. What elſe could 
bring him down from the Heaven of 


Heavens to this lower World; from the 


glorious Throne of Gop to this Earth, 


which is at beſt but his Footſtool ? Could 
any Thing elſe engage Him to leave the 
Boſom of his FATHER, and Adoration of 
Angels and Archangels, to dwell in Clay, 


13 
1 
+ 

7 


and converſe with Publicans and Sinners, 
yea, and be ill treated by People of a till 
worſe Character, Scribes and Phariſees, at 


the Inſtigation of thoſe very Devils whom 
= He had driven out of their firſt Habi- 
tation for Rebellion againſt their Creator. 
He ſhew'd his Love to Men in all the 
Acts of Beneficence, of which his whole 


Life was full. He went about doing Good, 


Bi 
a=} 
. 

2 
be i 


Acts x. 38. He not only healed all manner 


= of Sickneſs, and all manner of Diſeaſes among 


beads 
1 8 
e 


the People, Matth. iv. 23. but gave, in his 
frequent Diſcourſes to his Hearers, the 


2 


moſt ſalutary Preſcriptions for their ſpiri- 


tual Diſtempers. His Readineſs to cure 


their Bodies, drew great Multitudes after 


Him, and He always took the Opportu— 


t nity of Preaching the Goſpel of the King- 
dom, that his Followers might receive more 
Advantage than what they at firſt apply'd 


" 
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Bur the moſt full and glorious Eyidence j 
of his Love, was, his Ding for us; He 


not only came to iniſter to us, but to give 
his Life a Ranſom, & c. Matth. xx. 28. And 


ee, 


as it is in the Words following my Text, 


One died for All. 
ALL were dead, and there was no 


other Method, but the Death of the Son 


of Gor to reſtore them to Liſe, and 
this his Love conſented to. 

We were dead in Law, that is, con- 
demn'd to die eternally ; to ſuffer the Pains 
of Hell for eyer; that is, to be utterly and 


for ever miſerable under the moſt direful Ex- 


preſſions of the Wrath of Gop. To prevent 


the Execution of this Sentence, He became 


obedient 70 Death, Ven the Death of the Croſs : = 


a painful, ignominious Death; bare our 
Griefs, carried our Sorrows, Ia, Iill. 4, 5. Was 
wounded for our Tranſereſſions, and bruiſed 
for our Taiquities : the Chaſtiſement of our 
Peace was upon him, aud with his Stripes we 


are healed. The Lord laid an him the Inaquit) ; 
of us all. And ſo He became Sin for us, i. e. 
a Sin- offering, that we might be made the Rigb- 
teouſueſs of God in him, ver. 21. of this Chap- 


ter. 


Wa were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 


Eph. ii. 1. under the Power of vicious In- 
clinations, and not able to controul them 
without Aſſiſtance from Above; and there- 


ore our dear Saviour purchasd for us 
- the 
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the Holy Spirit, that Si might not have Do- 
miniou over us, We being not under the Law, 
but under Grace, That we might be Par- 
” takers of that Holineſs, without which no 
Man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. It is 
upon the Account of CHRIS T's Death, 
” that Gop will give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him. And finally, Tis to 
his Death we owe the great and ſure Pro- 
- miſe of eternal Life. Heb. v. 9. And be- 
ing made perfect, He became the Author of 
' eternal Salvation to all them that obey Him. 
Tuis is Cyr1sT's Love to us: Such are 
the Inſtances of it. To what has been 
= faid, I ſhall only add, That all this proves 
2 Love, becauſe it was perform'd freely and 
= chearfully; for tho' CyrisT herein did 
> His Fathers Will, and tho' upon the Ac- 
count of his Obedience He is highly exalted ; 
yet conſider Cyx1sT as Gop, no Com- 
mand could oblige Him, nor any Pro- 
= ſpe& of additional Happineſs Influence 
his Reſolution. He loved us and pare 
= Himſelf for us, Gal. ii. 20. He loved as, 
and waſhed us from our Sins in his own 
Flood, Rey. i. 5. WI 
2. Oux Love o CurisT may be here 
meant; which yet does by no Means ex- 
clude the Conſideration of His Love to 
us; ſo far from it, that His Love is the 
Cauſe and Motive of ours. Ile love Him 
becauſe He firſt loved us, 


Tals 
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Tuis Love which a Holy Soul bears to 
it's Redeemer is to be felt, not deſcribed, 
only it diſcovers its ſelf in it's Effects: 
Two of which I ſhall mention. 


(1.) A DESIXE of His Favour. 


(2.) A Conczsrn for His Intereſt 
and Glory. f 


(1.) AD RES IRE of His Favour. This is : 


the natural Effect of Love in general, 
where the Object is a Rational Being. 
Where ever we love we deſire to be be- 
loved. It is ſo eminently in the preſent 
Caſe. To every Holy Soul his Love is 
better than Wine; Cantic. i. 2. His Lovin 
kindneſs is better than Life. Yea, than all that 
can be deſired, let him love me, ſays the 
Devout Soul, and I have all that my 
Heart can wiſh. Tea doubtleſs, and ] count 
all Things but loſs, for the Excellency of the 


Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: yea, 


but Dung that I may win Him, Phil. 111. 8. 
(2.) A Co N CERN for His Intereſt and 


Glory. This is a conſtant Effect, and a 
neceſſary Proof of our Love, that is of 
it's being real, ſincere and hearty, not is 
Word and in Tongue, but in Deed and in its 
Truth, Thus we ſhew our Love to our 
Friends, and hereby it appears that we 
love our beſt Friend, when we do what 
eyer we can to pleaſe Him, ſerve om 1 

| and 


A Charity Sermon. 11 


— 


Le —— 


and honour Him. His own Words are, 
> Te are my Friends if ye do whatſoever I con- 


mand Jou. If ye love me keep my Command- 
ments. John xv. 14, and 14, 15. 


II. Tas Secona General Head is to ſhew, 
What are thoſe Duties, which may be account. 
ted peculiarly difficult In general all Duties 
are difficult, the Performance of which 
croſſes our natural Inclination, when Fleſh 
and Blood, Eaſe and Honour, Profit and 
- Intereſt, will not be reconciled to them, 
Some of the Commands of Gop are agreea- 
ble to ſome Tempers, and promote ſome In- 
tereſt, and in Relation to theſe, Men will 
2 fay, the Toke of CHRIST is eaſy; but when 
they oppoſe any Thing, we are diſpoſed 
to favour and indulge ourſelves in them; 
the Precept is a hard Saying; and the 
= Commandment grievous : But there are 
> ſome Duties of particular Difficulty. I 
> ſhall Inſtance in a few. 


I. MozTiricaTION, by this I 
mean, denying ourſelves in any irregular 


EGratification, of our natural Appetites, re- 

2 fuſing to indulge ourſelves in Meat, Drink, 
| Sleep, Eaſe, Mirth, and the like to any 
Degree, beyond what is becoming our 
Character, and conſiſtent with our Duty. 
This to the Generality is very irkſome, 


corrupt Nature inclining us to be lovers 


of 


— — 


— 
—— 
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of Pleaſure, more than lovers of God. The 
Apoſtle Paul found it neceſſary to beat 
down his Body, and keep it under Sabjection. 
x Cor. ix. 27. And he exhorts pious T7 
mothy, to endure Haraneſs, as a good Sol- 
dier of Jeſus Chriſt, alluding to the- Hard- 
Thips, which attend the Military Service, 
of which even Commanders muſt have 
their ſhare. * This is a difficult Thing 
what few attain to, and they too upon 
very ſtrong Motives, an exceſſive Thirſt 
of Glory, Power or Wealth, or ſome 
imagin'd valuable Enjoyment. Nothin 
leſs will make a Man riſe up early and 1 
ap late, and eat the Bread of Sorrow. Pal. 
cxxvii. 2. 

Bur this is what a Chriſtian muſt com- 
ply with in ſpite of all natural Reluctan- 
cy. He muſt not gratify the Fleſh to 


— 


the Damage of his Soul, but will have 


Occafion to deny himſelf daily, Luke ix. 23. 

2. ANOTHER Duty is, Bearing the Crofs +, 
or ſuffering Perſecutions of all ſorts with © 
Patience and Submiffion to the Will of 
Go b, who for wiſe Ends has appointed 
this to be à Chriſtian's Lot. He that will 
| lives 


a FO 


2 


* Sr. IW. Temple tells us, The French found the Duke 
of Bedford aſleep upon the Ground with a Stone under 
his. Head, reſolving his Men ſhould fare no worfe than 4 


himſelf. Letter to Lord Arlington. ; 
Matth. zvi. 24. 
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live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer Perſecu- 
tion. And, Through much Tribalation me 
2 muſt enter into the Mingdom of God. Now 
I need not be large in proving that this is 
= a Duty of very great Difficulty. The 
Corruption of our Nature makes us averſe 
to Working, and much more to Suffering. 
It's a grievous Thing to be perſecuted in 
any Degree for the Sake of a good Conſci- 
ence. Not only to be killed, and counted as 
: Sheep for the Slaughter ;to be burnt alive,bro- 
ken upon the Wheel; to be ſton'd, or ſawn 
aſunder, Heb. xi. 37. to be rack'd, tortur'd, 
ſcourg'd, baniſh'd, impriſon'd; to wander 
about in Sheeps Skins, and Goats Skins, being 
* deſtitute and afflicted. Not only theſe Ex- 
tremities of Perſecution are frightful and 
horrible to Nature, but others of a lower 
Degree; we are not eaſily reconciPd even 
to wholeſome Severities, which the Sons of 
Violence would uſe to make us conſidsr. 
Fines and Temporary Reſtraints, Incapa- 
cities, and other Marks of Diſtinction, are 
very diſagreeable. Nor is it ſo ſmall a 
Matter to a generous Spirit, to be the 
Jeſt and Contempt of Men of Diſtinction, 
and the Song of Draukaras ; to Be baited by 
A Mob, and made a Scorn of Fools. The 
Tongue, when ſet on fire of Hell, is a ſbarp 
RRazor ; and we know who has ſaid, Re- 
NN hath broken my Heart, Plal. Ixix. 20. 
The following Verſe is apply'd by the belt 


3 C Inter- 
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Interpreter of the Old Teſtament, even the 


Spirit of Gov, who indited it, to Him 
whoſe Love alone can conſtrain us to bear 
it, They alſo gave me Gall for my Meat, and in | 
my Thirſt, they gave me Vinegar to drink. Thoſe © 
who have had Tryal of crael Mockings, will 
not wonder they are joyn'd in the ſame 
Verſe immediately with Scourgings, Heb. 


xl. 36. 

YET all this, and every Thing elſe that 
the Devil can help h's Agents to invent, we 
muſt at the Call of Gop, be ready to 


ſuffer. 


3. Axor HER hard Duty, I ſhall take no- 
tice of, is, Laborious Addreſs and Application 


to promote the Intereſt of God, and advance 
the Kingdom of CuxisT in the World. 
Every good Man is oblig'd not only to 
fave his own Soul, but to do what he can 
for the Good of others. Look not every Man 
on his own Things, but every Man alſo on the 
Things of others; Phil. ii. 4. Thus the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, profeſs'd to the Corinthians, that 
he would very gladly ſpend, and be ſpent for them, 
z. e. Spend his Time and Labour, and be 


ſpent or worn out, nay, even ſacrific'd for 


. | * © . i 
their Salvation, 2 Cor. xii. 15. And it ſeems, 


6 


as I hinted before, he carry'd the Matter? 


ſo far, that he was thought little better? 


than diſtracted. But ſo they ſaid too of his 


Bleſſed Maſter, the great Pattern whom 


he follow'd in going about doing Good, Ji, 
| | wm 
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i beſi le himſelf, he hath a Devil, and is mad, 
Mark iu. 21. 
Z Now this is what every one that ſets 
about it heartily will find difficult to a 
= Degree almoſt incredible. We naturally 
love Eaſe, or if we are inclin'd or inur'd 
to Labour, we confine the Object of it 
to dear ſelf. A generous Spirit which 
will not ſuffer a Man to center even 
publick Actions in private Intereſt, is 
not often to be met with; indeed ſo ſel- 
dom, that thoſe who have had any thing 
like it among the Heathens, have been ce- 
lebrated as Heroes, or wor ſhipp'd as * Gods. 
The two Decij among the Romans, 2nd + 
e Menectus among the Greeks (if too the Sto- 
|, Ties ſhould happen to be true) have been 
Jook*d upon as Prodigies, and the World 
once ſcarce ever expected to fee ſuch 


* 
3 


* 


0 

n 

B another Patriot as || Brutus and Cato. 
he And in the beſt Age, within a Hundred 
3- Tears after CayrisT, it was obſery'd by 
our Apoltle, Phil ii. 21, That all ſought their 
own. 
Bur it certainly requires uncommon 
Application, to act as! thoſe who think 
themſelves bound to do all the Good 
; C's they 


— 


Hercules & Liber Pater, & cum Coſtore Pollux 

-* Poſt ingentia Facta Deorum in Templa recepti. Hor. 
He, + Si Gracia vera, &c. Juv. 2 
„ed nec Brutus erit, Bruti nec Avunculus uſquam id. 
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they can, and with all their Might ſeek 
the Things of Jeſus Chriſt. I muſt ſtop here, 
leſt T run the Matter into Diſcouragement, 
and to prevent that, only add, To this 
the Love of CHRIST can conſtrain us, and 
the Grace of Gop is ſufficient to carry 
us thro? it. N 

4. ANOTHER, is Charity. This in its 
full Signification, comprehends the whole 
Duty of a Chriſtian's Love to Gop and 
Man. But it is commonly us'd to ſignify 
that particular Duty of Almſgiving : be- 
cauſe that is an eminent Branch of Charity, 
as appears by the Notice our Saviour has 
taken of it in his Account of the laſt 
Judgment, Matth. xxv. This is a Duty 
to which Chriſtians are under a peculiar 


Obligation, and it has its great Difficul- 


ties, as appears from the general Com- 
plaints of the Helpleſs Poor and the num- 
berleſs Excuſes Men are furniſh'd with to 


elude the Law of Goo, ſtop the Mouth of 


Conſcience, and fcreen rhemſelves from the 
Cenſure of the World. I may add that this 
Duty is generally moſt diſagreeable to ſuch 
as are beſt able to diſcharge it, and moft 
loudly call'd upon to abound in it. I mean, 


ſuch as are Rich in this World, and pretend 
to know the Worth of Mony. Their Fru- 7? 
gality and Parſimony, commonly runs into 
downright Covetouſneſs. And it ſeems be- 
cauſe Mony anſwers al Things; neither Go, 

nor 
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nor Man, nor Conſcience, muſt preſume 
to ſpeak to it. And he that is molt ſuc- 
ceſsful in his Endeavours, muſt, as an ex- 
cellent Perſon usd to ſay, Fetch Water 
« out of 4 Rock of Flint, Deut. viii. 15. 1. e. 
« Get ſomething for charitable Uſes, where 


„ none elſe could *.“ 


AND indeed, conſidering all Circum- 


' ſtances, it ſeems to be a particular Provi- 
* dence towards the Poor, that Gop does fo 


if] FLA 2 728 *% 
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wonderfully open the Hearts of many of 
theſe Idalaters (as the Scripture calls the 
Covetous) to miniſter to the Neceſſities 
of their Fellow-Creatures, and that Impor- 
tunity will prevail, (as in the Caſe of the 
unjuſt Judge) where neither Go p is feared, 
nor Man regarded. Particularly, that thoſe 
who while they liv'd, did grind the Face of 
the Poor, Iſa. iii. 1 5. ſhould oftentimes when 
they die, leave Part of their ill-gotten Sub- 


2 ſtance to provide Food for the Hungry, 
and Clothing for the Naked. Whatever 
the Springs and Motives of ſuch a Ma- 
nagement may be, and tho? it may be 
faid, as our Saviour's Expreſſion is, What 
= thank have ye? Yet the Wiſdom of G o 5 
is to be adored, and I cannot but think 
upon this Occaſion of a weighty Saying 
of that great Man, Dr. Owey, © The 


« World 


ah - 
— — — —_—_—— * * lth. a”... Ml. ads. 
* — 
4 * = 


Dr. Anneſiy - Life of Mr. Tho. Brand, pag. 65. 
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« World is not in a Condition to ſpare 

& tizz good Works of bad Men. 
IW Ir not carry my Notion of the 

Difficulty of the Duty fo far as to affirm, 


what is commonly ſaid, that we have no 


Inſtance of a covetous Man's being ever 
converted to real Chriſtianity (for Reaſons 
which I need not mention.) But I muſt 
own where I ſce the Grace of Gop pre- 
vail over a ſelfiſh greedy Spirit it is to me 
as adorable as when it makes a Saul preach 
the Faith which he once deſtroy'd, Gal. i. 23. 

I Mr r mention other Inſtances of 
hard Duties as; obeying Superiors, {which 
is much harder than condeſcending to In- 


feriors) receiving juſt Reproof and Cor- 


rection; and eſpecially forgiving Injuries, 
which to ſome Tempers is almolt as much 
as Suffering Martyrdom. But if I went far- 
ther I ſhould not keep the Bounds I am 


confin'd too, and therefore, I proceed to 
the 


III. GENERAL Head, to ſhew how ft the 


Love of CuxisT is, to be a Motive to 


the hardeſt Duties. And here 


I. IT is propos as ſuch by the Infinite- 
ly Wiſe God. And conſequently muſt be 
adapted to anſwer the End. Thus in ge- 
neral, John xiv. 15. If ye love me, keep my © 
Commanaments, particularly, John xvii. 15, 


16, 
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16, 17. Loveſt Thou me? Feed my Lambs, 
2? Feed my Sheep. And fo as to ſuffering, as 
well as Duty ſays our Lon p, ver. 18. 
* When thou ſhall be old, thou ſhalt ſtretch 
forth thy Hands, and another ſhall gird thee, 
and carry thee whither thou wouldſt not, v. 1 2 
' This ſpakes he, ſignifying by what Death he 
| Baal gl os 55 Epbeſ. v. 2. Walk 
in Love, as Chriſt alſo hath lowed us, and hath 
given himſelf for us, an Offering, ana a Sa- 
criſice to God, for a ſweet-ſmilling Sawoar. 
Phil. ii. 4. Lock not every Man on his own 
Things, &c. Let this Mind be in Jou mhich 
was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, &c. 
2. IT is proper to work upon the Inge- 
nuih and Gratitude of well-diſpoſed Minds. 
There is ſomething of this left in the Na- 
ture of Man, corrupt and degenerate as 
he is. This I might prove by Citations 
from Heathen Authors who had no Re- 
velation to direct 'em, nor ſpecial Grace 
to influence them *, but it is needleſs. 
The World would be a Milderneſs, if it 


Were not for ſome Remainder of ſocial 


2 Vertues, nay worſe, a Hell. 
Bur this poor Remnant would avail little 
in the Practice of the difficult Duties of 
2 Chriſtianity, if it were not for rencwing 
Z Grace. 


. 


CY 


Nihil cognovi ingrativs in quo Vitio nihit mali non 
ineſt Cic. Ingrati animi Crimen hor reo Id. 


- 
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Grace. He that is in Cyx1sT is a en 
Creature, is begotten, and born of God. And 
this ingenuous Temper, this grateful Dil- 
polition, is one of the Fruits of the Spirit, 


ſpringing from thoſe Seeds of eternal Life, 5 


! 


which are ſown in a regenerate Soul, and 
from hence appears the Propriety of ſuch a 
Motive as the Love of CHRIST, to influ- 
ence the Heart, and the whole Converſati- 
on, even in Caſes moſt extraordinary. The 
Conſideration of ſuch Love as CHRIS T's 
mult work upon ſuch a Soul as a Chri- 
ſtian's. | 

3. IT's proper to work upon that a4 ak 
of Huppineſs, which is inſeparable from hu- 
mane Nature, and which is rais'd, fix'd 


and regulated by the Belief of the Chri- 


ſtian Revelation, wherein Life and Immor- 


tality are brought to Light. For there are 


ſuch Things promis'd to them that love 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, as exceed 


Expreſſion and Imagination. John xiv. 21. 


He that loveth me (hall be loved of my Fa- 
ther, and I will love Him, and manifeſt my 
(elf unto Him. ver. 23. If a Man Love me 
he will keep my Words, and we will come un- 
to Him and make our Abode with Him, To 
ſuch as love Cukisr, He will give eternal 
Life, and none ſhall pluck them out of his 
Hands, John x. 28. What is included in 
this grand Promiſe of Eternal Life is too 


great to be explain'd, but we have enough 
diſcovered 
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diſcovered to us to be a ſtrong Motive to 


every Inſtance of Obedience. The Scrip- 


- tures Promiſe, Glory, Honour and Immorta- 
lit), Rom. ii. 7. and what a perſuaſive Ar- 
gument does this contain why we ſhould 
be always abounding in the Work of the Lord ? 
Stupendous Effects have been produc'd by 
Ambition and Vainglory, and a Deſire of 
an imaginaty Immortality: Of this profane 
Hiſtory is full both Ancient and Modern. 


With this View how many have made 
light of Fatigue, Anguiſh and Death it's 


* ſelf. A Proſpect of endleſs Fame made 


one of them hold his Hand over — 
Coals, after he had miſtaken his Man an 


ſtab'd the Courtier inftead of the King, 


and with an unmov'd Countenance when 
threatned with the ſevereſt Tortures, he 


f calmly ſaid, See here how little they regard 


te Body who have great Glory in View X. 


Bur what is the Praiſe of an ignorant 
and capricious Multitude in Compariſon 
of that Crown of Glory which God the Righ- 


teous Judge ſball give, 1 Pet. v. 4. When 
he ſhall ſay, well done good and Faithful 


Servant. What are all the Triumphs, 
Laurels and Diadems, all the Arches, Mo- 


7 numents and Fnfcriptionss with which 


| *agnan Gloriam vident 


__ earthly 
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* earthly Conquerors have been honour'd, 
l if compar'd to what is promis'd to ſuch 
? as Fight the good Fight of Faith, and finiſh their 


Coarſe? To ſuch as overcome in the Chrifti- 
an Warfare. Rev. iii. 12. Him that over- © 
cometh will J make an Pillar in the Temple of 
my God, and he ſhall go no more out, and I © 
will write upon him the Name of my God, and 
the Name of the City of my God, and my new © 
Name. Solomon in all his Glory made but 
a contemptible Figure in Compariſon of 
what the meaneſt of the Children of the 
. Kingdom ſhall do, when they ſhall ſtand 
l before the Throne, and before the Lamb, cloth. 
0 ed with white Palms in their Hands, Rev. 
14 vii. 9. Now if Ambition and Thirſt of 
[ Glory have had ſuch an Influence upon 
ki natural Men, how much more may be ex- 
4 pected from the Deſire of an anfading 


l heavenly Crown? They do it to obtain a cor- © 
b ruptible Crown. We an incorruptible, x Cor. 
| . SP 1 


Wu ar Pains and Perſeverance have 
the Proſpect of worldly Riches ſometimes 
made eaſy ? Men will riſe up early and fit 


1 up late, and travel from one End <&: 
"of the Earth to another, in Hopes of what 
4 they call making their Fortune. And yet 

. all the Treaſures on Earth, are nothing if 

N compar'd with tlioſe in Heaven. Matth. vi. 
iq 19,20. Therefore ſurely if ſuch Treaſures! 
4 as Moth ana Ruſt may corrupt, and Thieves 
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__ 


"break thro” and ſteal, have been purſu'd with 
ſo much Hazard as well as Application, 
a Proſpe& of durable Riches ſuch as are 
liable to no Accident muſt deſerve all hu- 
mane Nature can poſſibly go through to 
acquire them. F 

1 Now theſe rich Things in Compariſon 
of which Silver and Gold, are Droſs and 
Dung will be the certain Portion of ſuch 
28s Love CHRIST. His anſearchable Riches 
are and ſhall be theirs for ever, Epheſ. 
ii. 8. Is not this thought then, There is 4 
Heaven before me, very proper to ſtir us up 
to do, venture, loſe and ſuffer, any thing 
to which Gop ſhall call us? When we 
1 Expect to be for ever with the Lord, and 
- Worifyd- together with Him, what Duty 
may not this excite us to! 
- + 4. Tux Fitneſs of this Love of Cyxr1sT 
r. & be a Motive to Duty appears from uni- 
perſal Experience, ſearch the Records of 
the Church in all Ages, and you will ſee 
© what glorious Things this Love has con- 
ain'd, If I were to enter into Particu- 


of Mrs the Time would fail me to tell of all 
at Woſe, Worthies who by going thro? incre- 
et Mble Fatigues, and enduring the moſt ex- 
il Wiſire Tortures, have prov'd that, Love 


Vrong as Death, that many Waters cannot 

ench Love, nor can the Floods drown it, 

| — nt. viii. 6, 7. | | 
31 SHALL only appeal to every good Mans 

— i D2 own 


—__— Oc. 
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_ own Experience whether he does not find 
himſelf alway beſt diſpos'd to do and ſuffer | 
for Carist, when he feels this Love ſhed | 
abroad in his Heart, and warm in His 
Breaſt. When a Senſe of his Love draws © 
torth ours, then we can vun the Way of his 
Commanameints, can mount up with Wings 
as Eagles, run and not be weary, walk aud not 
faint ; when we can ſay, My Lord and my 
God, my Beloved is mine, and I am his; 
when. we taſte and ſee that He is gracious, 
when He manifeſts Himſelf unto us, comes 
in, and ſups with us, and we with Him, John 
xiv. 21, Cc. We can hardly forbear cry- 

15 ing out, Tho all Men forſake Thee, yet will 

1 not IJ. Tho I die for Thee, yet mill I not deny | 

1 Thee, And tho? we cannot undertake this 

4 in our own Strength, we would certainly | 
* per form it, if our Hearts did but continue 
1 inflam'd with that Love, the Coals where | 

1 of, are Coals of Fire which hath a wehement | 
1 Hame, Cant. viii. 6. 


. IV. Tus laſt general Head propos'd' is to 
75 make ſome Inſerences from what has 
been ſaid, 


1. WE may gather from hence the In- 
ſufficiency of mere Philoſophy to make Men 
vertuqus. I own that Reaſon without 
Revelation has carry'd ſome particular Per- 
ſons 2 great Length, and put em 885 
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brave and noble Exploits. But, without 
being ſo ſevere as St. Auſtin, who calls the 
Vertues of the Heathens ſhining Sins, I may 
ſay, nothing but that Grate of God which has 
appeared 1n the Chriſtian Revelation, nothing 
but divine Love can carry a Soul through a 
ſteady Courſe of Piety, Charity, Purity and 
Humility, and enable him to quit all that's 


dear to him, and ſuffer all that's grievous 


with Meekneſs and Patience, Joy and Tri- 


N 
* 


 umph, to take Pleaſure in Infirmities, and Di- 


ſtreſſes, &c. as Paul did, 2 Cor. xii. 20. and to 
rejoice when accoumted worthy to ſuffer Shame, 
as other Primitive Chriſtians. Men may 
talk big when they are at eaſe, but when 
it comes to the Trial, theſe Mex of might 
will wot fd their Hands. I can hardly for- 
bear mentioning the Inſtances of Cicero and 
Seneca, but ſhall only take Notice of the Ex- 
prefſion of the great Lipſſus, when in his laſt 
Sickneſs fome of his learned Friends atremp- 
ted to comfort him with ſomeMaxims of his 
admir'd Philoſophy. O, ſays he, Vana Va- 
na ſunt iſta da mihi Patientiam Chriſtianam. 
Alas! thoſe are vain Things, give me Chri- 


ſtian Patience. 


2. WE may infer alſo, the Inſufficiency 
of Legal Preaching, properly fo call'd, to 


the Purpoſes of a holy Liſe. I confeſs, it's 
a Shame to call Preaching the Commands 
of CurisT legal, or to deny the Influence 
uhich the Terrors of the Lord have, when 


duly repreſented, ro perſuade Men; yet Jam 


tully 
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fully fatisfy*d, that nothing but the Doctrine 
of Free-Grace's diſplaying the Love of Gop 
in Cukisr to the Souls of Men, will ever 
make a Man perfect unto every good Mort. 

3. S:E the Advantage of a regalar Aſſu- | 
rance. Some repreſent a full Perſuaſion of 
Gop's Love to our Souls, as what tends © 
to leſſen our Attention, or ſlacken our A p- 
plication, to enervate the Mind, and fink 
it into Idleneſs, and ruſt in Sloth. But 
I can appeal to Scripture, the Nature of 
Things, and the common Experience of all 
the Children of God, againſt the confi- 
dent Aſſertions of thoſe Men who anderſtand 
neither what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. 
If our Aſſurance be upon a Goſpel-Foun- : 
dation, it will be a mighty Help in all In- 
ſtances of Evangelical Obedience. 

4. We may learn hence, how to try our 
Love, and judge concerning our Obedience. 
No Love is true, but that which produces 
Obedience; nor any Obedience acceptable, 
but that which flows from Love. 

5. AN D Laſtly, See here. the Manner in 
which we ſhould. deal with ourſelves, when 
bakward to a difficult Duty. Let us me- 
diate on the Love of CHRIST, till it kindle 
a correſpondent Flame in our Breaſts. 

TAE Occalion of my Preaching at this 
Time, ſhall confine me to the Duty of 
Charity. You have proper Objects before 
you : Poor Children, upon whoſe Educa- 
tion may depend more than you eaſily 

imagine, 
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imagine. By the Bleſſing of Gop upon 
® thoſe Endeavours, which are encourag'd 
by ſuch Contributions as I am to exhort 
you to, many may come to live creditably, 
= comfortably, and uſefully, who might elſe 
have been Beggars and Vagrants, a pub- 
lick Nuſance at firſt, and a Sacrifice to 
® Juſtice at laſt. Above all, by timely In- 
ſtruction, and proper Reſtraints, they may 
be kept from the common Pollations of the 
World thro Luſt, and may be ſet into the 
May in which they ſhould ge; ſo as when they 
are old, never to depart from it. In ſuch a 
Caſe, Goo will be glorify'd, Religion ho- 
nour'd, and their Souls ſav'd; You and per- 
®haps yours be the better for their Parents 
good Wiſhes, and their own, as well as 
their Souls ſav'd in the Day of Jeſus, and 
Four Beneficence receive a full Reward at 
Wis Coming. 8 
Ap if, notwithſtanding theſe Repre- 
' Featations, you find yourſelves want a 
' Ppur to the Duty, think of the Love of 
AL brit, and ſee if that will not conſtrain you. 
Hear your Conſcience ſay, Has not thy 
fear Jesus lov'd thee with an everlaſting 
ove ? Did not He come down from Hea- 
Fen to ſeek thee, a loſt Sheep in this Wil- 
 Werneſs? Did He not find thee dead in 
7 Law, a condemn'd Wretch, doom'd to 
hat Place of Torment, where the Worm dieth 
por, and the Fire is not quenched, Mark ix. 
B. Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, a Slave to 
y o 
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Luſt, both the Prey and Scorn of 
the Devil. Did not He dye to deliver 
We thee, a ſhameful, painful, and accurſed 
0 Death? Did not He puichaſe Heaven for 
75 thee ? Has not He given thee the Earneſt 
174 of it, by renewing thee by hrs Spirit, and 
N witneſſing with thine? Conſider what thou 
1 haſt receiv'd, and what thou expeCteſt ? 
75 That thou haſt not only good Things in 
Fl this Life, but hopeſt for them in the next. 
And canſt thou deny a Teſtimony of thy 
| Gratitude to this Beſt Friend ? For He'll 
: own it as done to Himſelf, if thou doſt any 
1 thing for the leaſt of theſe his Brethren. 
Ie He requir'd ſome hard Thing of thee, 
couldſt thou refuſe Him, and canſt thou 
deny him a little of what He gave, and 
thou canſt ſpare, when He might ſeize the 
whole inſtead of being contented with a _ 
ſmall Acknowledgment ? Doft thou thus re. 
quite the Lord, and is this thy Kynaneſs to 
thy Friend ? 2 i 
HkAR, I fay, Conſcience thus ſpeaking. 
and anſwer it if thou canſt. However, iI 
you make a ſhift to ſtop its Mouth, re. 
member, CAR IST 1s at hand; and tho 
| you prepare to fill your Mouth with Pleas 
RM. and Arguments, your Guilt and Confuſion 
We: will make you Speechleſs for ever. ws 
Wi 4 Bur I hope better Things of you, and Thing! 
11! ; which accompany S{l@#tion, tho I this ſpeak. = 
80 . r | 
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